
 
 
 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING FRED KOREMATSU DAY 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
RESOLUTION No.  2273-1 

 
 
WHEREAS, Saturday, January 30, 2021, is designated as Fred Korematsu Day of Civil 
Liberties and the Constitution.  Fred Korematsu Day recognizes the extraordinary civil rights 
activist and advocate; and 
 
WHEREAS, Fred T. Korematsu was born in Oakland, California, on January 30, 1919, to 
Japanese immigrant parents. His refusal to enter Japanese internment camps during World War 
II, his subsequent arrest and conviction, and the issues raised by the U.S. Supreme Court Case, 
Korematsu v. United States, stand as civil rights advocacy landmarks; and 
 
WHEREAS, Fred T. Korematsu remained a civil rights activist throughout his life, and in 1998 
he was awarded the nation’s highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President Bill Clinton.  In 2011, the State of California passed the Fred Korematsu Day bill 
marking the first time in the United States that a day was named after an Asian American of 
Japanese ancestry; and  
 
WHEREAS, to echo the importance of civic duty, multiple cities within Santa Clara County 
support civic engagement and dispositions of civic learning and participation amongst youth.  
Cities such as San Jose provide students with the opportunity to partake in the Youth 
Commission, which is recognized as the official advisory group to the Mayor and City Council 
regarding the development of policies and recommendations affecting youth; and 
 
WHEREAS, social justice issues continue to be in the forefront of the country's consciousness 
and our local communities, the life of Fred T. Korematsu can be a valuable instructional tool 
when teaching our youth about civil rights, advocacy, and civic engagement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE) offers programs such as the 
Power of Democracy that promotes civic engagement opportunities amongst students in Santa 
Clara County and focuses on the importance of voting and being an informed citizen, which have 
a significant and lifelong impact on the civic engagement and advocacy of youth; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SCCOE  is committed to improving student equity and access to high-quality 
education, to providing quality support to districts, schools, students, and communities; as well 
as being a premier service organization; and,  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Santa Clara County Board of Education and the 
County Superintendent of Schools recognizes January 30, 2021, as Fred Korematsu Day; and 
 
 
 
 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the SCCOE urges school districts in Santa Clara County 
to observe Fred Korematsu Day with recognizing the importance of preserving civil liberties. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the County Board of Education at a meeting held on December 
16, 2020, by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  President Rossi, Vice President King, Trustees Di Salvo, Kamei, Mah, Ortiz, and Chon 
NOES:  none 
ABSTAIN:  none 
ABSENT:  none 
 
 
 
 ____________________________   ____________________________ 
 Claudia Rossi, President    Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D.    

Santa Clara County Board of Education County Superintendent of Schools 
       Santa Clara County Office of Education 
 


